The island of Rhodes; the nymph of the Sun God in Greek mythology, rises from the sea in the eastern Aegean. The city of Rhodes was founded in 408 BC, on the northern tip of the island,

through the joining of the three ancient cities of the island - Kamiros, Ialysos and Lindos - by initiative of the Olympic champion Dorieus, son of Diagoras. Rhodes was one of the most brilliant
cities of antiquity, a literary and artistic center.

With the rise of Rome, Rhodes lost its independence, while, from the 2nd century AD onwards, it developed an active Christian community. According to tradition, the apostle Paul taught and
established the new religion on the island.

In 1309 AD, Rhodes fell to the Knights of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. For over 200 years, the island experienced a renaissance in all fields. There was a gradual modernization of the
fortifications, while the local architecture adopted late Gothic and Renaissance elements. The predominant construction material was local limestone.
The Ottomans conquered the island in 1522, For four centuries, Rhodes was an important city of the Ottoman Empire. In 1912, it was occupied by Italian forces, which organized an extensive

Pt ]_n your hands ! restoration of its medieval buildings, culminating in the rebuilding of the palace of the Grand Master.

In 1947, Rhodes and the other islands of the Dodecanese were officially integrated in Greece. Gradually, Rhodes became one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world.
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